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Open Letter: Nuclear Waste Projects Must Not Be Fast-Tracked

Dear Major Projects Office,

We, the undersigned individuals and organizations, urge the federal government to oppose any attempt
to designate nuclear waste projects — including the proposed Deep Geological Repository (“DGR”) for
Canada’s used high-level nuclear fuel — as a Project of National Interest (“PONI”) or otherwise fast-track
it through Canada’s proposed revamping of the impact assessment process.

Nuclear waste projects are unprecedented in their size, scope, and irreversibility. Decisions being made
now about the transport, siting and stewardship of radioactive waste will weigh on communities, lands,
waters, and Indigenous rights, for countless generations to come.

We, the undersigned, urge the federal government to recognize as first-as-their-kind projects,
uncertainty is inherent, warranting a robust, participatory and justified review process. We are calling on
you to protect the integrity of Canada's impact assessment process and ensure nuclear waste projects
are never fast-tracked, pre-approved, or exempted from full federal review.

Our critical concerns and accompanying demands are as follows:

1 - The Deep Geological Repository Must Not Be Designated as a Project of National Interest

The proposed DGR must not be designated as a PONI. Designating it as such shifts the process toward
how the project will proceed, rather than whether it should proceed at all, before a full Agency-led
impact assessment can be completed.
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A fast-tracking mechanism would be especially inappropriate given the project’s novelty, scale, duration,
and potential for long-lived and irreversible effects on the environment, human health, communities,
and Indigenous rights. As a first-of-its-kind nuclear waste project in Canada, the proposed DGR requires a
careful, independent, and precautionary assessment that fully examines its risks, alternatives,
cumulative effects, and rights-based impacts - not a process designed to accelerate approvals.

2 - The Impact Assessment Process Must Not be Weakened

Impact assessments are meant to ensure that major projects are carefully reviewed before decisions are
made, including the potential environmental, health, social, cumulative, economic, and rights-related
effects. Yet, the federal government has proposed that federal impact assessments and permitting
processes be completed within compressed timelines, including timelines of no more than one year.

Bill C-5 also weakens the ordinary impact assessment process by removing the early planning phase and
related public comment opportunities for designated PONIs, making it harder for the public and affected
communities to comment on and shape the scope of the impact assessment before decisions are made.

Nuclear projects involve significant long-term environmental, cumulative, social, health, and economic
risks. The proposed compressed timelines would make it harder for the public and Indigenous
communities to understand, assess, and respond to these risks before decisions are made. A meaningful
impact assessment process requires adequate time, accessible information, and opportunities for the
public to participate in decision-making.

3 - The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada Must Remain the Lead Authority for Nuclear-Related
Projects

The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada must remain the lead authority for nuclear-related impact
assessments as the federal body with the mandate and expertise to lead independent assessments of
major projects, including their environmental, health, social, economic, cumulative, and rights-related
impacts.

The federal government has proposed granting the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (“CNSC”)
authority over nuclear-related impact assessments. The CNSC is a lifecycle regulator responsible for
licensing and regulating nuclear activities. Its technical expertise in nuclear licensing should not be
confused with the broader expertise required for conducting an independent federal impact assessment.

What's more, expanding the CNSC's authority to include impact assessment risks repeating known
failures of the past, where concerns of institutional bias and non-conformance with United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (“UNDRIP”) have plagued project review.

Allowing the CNSC to lead the review of nuclear waste projects risks conflating impact assessment with
regulatory licensing. This approach would undermine the independence of the assessment process and
narrow the review to licensing considerations, rather than providing the comprehensive, precautionary,



and rights-based evaluation required to assess a project's broader environmental, social, cultural, and
cumulative impacts.

4 - The Current Federal Proposals Undermine Indigenous Rights

The federal government's efforts to compress impact assessment timelines and designate the proposed
DGR as a PONI undermine Indigenous rights and Canada’s commitments under the UNDRIP and the
domestic United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act.

The Impact Assessment Act was drafted with UNDRIP in mind, and its implementation is hardwired into
its processes and decision-making requirements. Fast-tracking the proposed DGR would weaken the very
safeguards needed to ensure Indigenous communities and grassroots people can meaningfully
participate in decisions that affect their lands, waters, rights, and future generations.

The proposed DGR will affect not only Indigenous communities near the repository site but also those
downstream and along potential transportation routes. The federal government’s efforts to move the
DGR toward a fast-track approval pathway would make it harder for these communities to access
information, secure resources, assess risks, and meaningfully participate in the decision-making process.

In closing, we urge the federal government to:

1 - Reject any designation of the Deep Geological Repository or other nuclear waste projects as
Projects of National Interest;

2 - Ensure that nuclear waste projects are not fast-tracked, pre-approved, or exempted from full
federal impact assessment;

3 - Keep the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada as the lead authority for nuclear waste project
impact assessments, recognizing that the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission would be an ill-suited

replacement;

4 - Protect meaningful public participation, participant funding, transparency, and procedural
safeguards; and

5 - Ensure that federal decision-making fully respects principles of environmental justice, Indigenous
rights, and considerations of future generations.

Unprecedented nuclear waste projects must not be fast-tracked.

Respectfully submitted,

Legal Advocates for Nature’s Defence
on behalf of the undersigned



Kebaowek First Nation
Passamaquoddy Recognition Group Inc., Peskotomuhkati Nation

Jackie Drouin, Kebaowek First Nation

Lance Haymond, Kebaowek First Nation

Justin Roy, Kebaowek First Nation

Elizabeth Faye Nanticoke, Mohawk First Nation

Donnafaye Milton, Council of Canadians

Mike Borie, Ontario Clean Air Alliance

Jamie Kneen, MiningWatch Canada

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands
Ingrid Sheriff, Green Party of Ontario

Aasiya Hussain, Ecohesian

Carole Reed, Green Coalition

Dr. Sandy Greer, PhD, Awakening to Possibility Inc.

John Jackson, Citizens' Network on Waste Management

Allison Farrish, Environment North

Jane Scott, Citizens Against Radioactive Neighbourhoods

Remi Lorteau/Greg Hlady, NOCANDU

Meridale Dewar, International Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War
Brien Polak, Sunset Country Spirit Alliance

Georgina Bartos, Old Fort William Cottagers' Association

Ole Hendrickson, Concerned Citizens of Renfrew County and Area
Ken Collier, Nuclear Waste Watch

Faye More, Port Hope Community Health Concerns Committee
Oscar Koren, Slovenian Home Association

Samuel Arnold, Sustainable Energy Group

Linda Murphy, Inter-Church Uranium Committee Educational Co-operative
Mary Girard, Peace and Social Concerns of Ottawa Quakers
Gloria Marsh, York Region Environmental Alliance

Lidija Biro, Seniors for Climate in Niagara

Lorraine Green, Grandmothers Act to Save the Planet

Sylvia Pivko, Grandmothers Act to Save the Planet

Mabyn Armstrong, Turtles Kingston

Elizabeth Gilarowski

Carrie Copley

Alexandra Preto

Pamela Thomson, JD

Dr. Susan O’Donnell, Professor
Ed Shields



Cassandra Forrester
Renee Davis
Winnifred Carole Ferguson
Estelle Berry

Jenn Mezei

Dr. Adrienne Kelly, MPC
Joseph Pauker

Kelly Park

Gwen Harris

Toni Wright

Diane Swiatlowski
Nicolette Ludolphi
lan Attridge

Anneli Tolvanen

Lisa Mitchell

Justine Jenkins
Kerstin Muth

Susan Dorval

Patricia Arges

Lorrina Belluz
Jennifer Tett

Mary Richardson
Leslie McGregor
Richelle Martin, JD
Alexandra Franche
Mike Kofahl, JD

June Kelloway-Tarrant
Sherry Olson

Betty Carbone

David G Salter
Antonella Amorim
Alina Hall

Michela Pauselli Salter
lan Salter

Tasman Webb-Apgar
Lucy Segatti

Ingrid Hupfauer
Ingrid Hupfauer
Jennifer Holley
Christine Cherniski
Dr. M V Ramana, PhD
Deanna Grant



Marguerite Pilger
Berit Bein

Anthea Weese
Charles Faust
Catherine Vakil
Violet Rosengarten
Lily Jamotte
Sheelagh Hendrick
Mary Veltri

Donna Mendelsohn
Darlene Salter
Judith Quinn

Dr. Mark Winfield, PhD
Ben Collison, PhD Candidate
Beth Burgess
Joanne Artist
Sheila Cole

Sandra De Avila
Robert Garthson
Catherine Doucet
Cathy Veris

Janis Magnuson
Erin Way

Deborah Hamelin
Roberta Benefiel
Laura Squires
Arlene Kwasniak
Hanny Simo
Jennifer Longo
Dayna Nadine Scott, Professor
Barb Collier
Joanne McAlpine
Sue Dorval

Lisa Harris

Sterling Holmes
Feliks Welfeld
Heather Bessey
Roy Joseph
Tammy Caldwell
Kristen Setala
Heather Ball

Lori Lowitt



Tiffany MacGillivray
Joanna Paul

Linda Weatherbee
Travis Frampton

F. Tim Knight
Tracey MacLean
Leighanna Gordon
Beverly McArthur
Cathy

Liz Mcgrath

Eli J. Newman

Alan Crook

Sarah Levitt, MD
Nancy McMillan
Sara Libman, JD
Markian Saplywy;j
Sharon Barrett Ewing
Linda J Hutchison
Alex Lowitt

Sarah Ruth Koekkoek
Laura Scrimshaw
Heather Treleaven
Laura Tipton

Mary Kowalsky
Maria Kerr

Ann Haggerty

LA Meloche
Maureen Gustafson
Stephanie Milic
Kerrie Blaise

Jadyn Kuah

Cathy Carpenter
Marina Di Done
Alex Goulden

Jon Cada

Marion Overholt
Dirk Groenenberg
Maya Nadeem
Caroline Stikkelbroeck
Stephanie Coburn
Sabrina Mirza
Sarah Colquhoun



Aldora Fair

Julia Bomberry
Bill Noll

Kanisha Acharya-Patel
Donna Boudreau
Kaitlyn Cameron
Elisabeth Ecker
John Liss

Monica Valenzuela
Paige Gibson
Dave Rolfe
Vanessa Brown
Elizabeth Batch
Vanessa Ferry
Chris Palmer
Michael Schorr
Tyler Horman
Gerry Lacroix
Yvonne Pigott
Andrea Phair
Adriane Weller
Ann Pohl

Milena Lye
Miriam Sager
Laura Coulter-Low
Jim Bishop
Angela Bischoff
Nigel Carvalho
Philip Innualuk
Darren Donahue
Ingrid Raudsepp
Kasandra Fournier
Masami Hirose
Pat Abbas

Erica Laugalys
Lois Horst

Patti McIntomney
Michael Suchocki
Susan Yee
Margaret Harris
Karen Cook
Pamela Mountain



Karen Riddell
Frances Cortese
Emily Araujo
Robin Polfuss
Julia Lucas

Jenny Baptist
Doreen Pretty
Christine Estermann
Susan Doole
Amanda Davanzo
Gay Nemeth

Bill Davis

Fran Turner

Kerrie Blaise
Joanne Massingham
Jenn Day

David Lewis

Elena Macleod
Diana Da Silva
Marilyn Bilsbarrow
Rita Gubser

Erika Bockstael
Cecil Louis

John D Jacobs
Joan Lee

Charles McFadden
Muriel Lennox
Lorena Delgado
Carol Wilson
Hyerin Kim
Dorothy Henaut
Lisa Garnet

Asiah Grey

Ursula Kernig
Carol Taylor
Lorinda Crawford
Pamela Selkirk
Jule Asterisk

Jane Vest

cc. Contact, Major Projects Office
info@mgp-bgp.gc.ca
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Sean Carriere, Major Projects Office

Sean.Carriere@mpo-bgp.gc.ca

The Honourable Julie Dabrusin
Minister of Environment and Climate Change
ministre-minister@ec.gc.ca

The Honourable Tim Hodgson
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources
HonTim.Hodgson@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca

Terence Hubbard
President, Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
terence.hubbard@iaac-aeic.gc.ca
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