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/ THE IMPORTANCE OF IPCAs \

e Indigenous peoples have a right to conserve and protect their lands and
resources

e Indigenous-led conservation has become a centerpiece of global efforts to
safeguard biodiversity

e [IPCAs are necessary if Canada is to meet its
commitments to combat climate change
and biodiversity loss

¢ |PCAs advance environmental justice by
operating at the intersection of biodiversity .
conservation, climate change mitigation, and v
respect for Indigenous rights

Biodiversity
onservation

e |IPCAs can employ a two-eyed seeing approach, Climate change
combining western science with Indigenous knowledge, mitigation
Kto advance a holistic approach to conservation /
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https://cela.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Introduction_and_-Part_1.pdf
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2018/pc/R62-548-2018-eng.pdf
https://naturesdefence.ca/2024/03/21/exploring-indigenous-peoples-right-to-conservation-in-canada/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/u-2.2/FullText.html#:~:text=Article%2029,conservation%20and%20protection%2C%20without%20discrimination.
https://cpawsnab.org/our-work/ipcas/
https://naturesdefence.ca/
mailto:info@naturesdefence.ca

L&
ND

¢ Indigenous-led model, wherein Indigenous governments assert exclusive
authority to make decisions regarding the IPCA and the management of the
lands and waters

e Joint Crown-Indigenous model, wherein Indigenous and Crown governments
(including federal, provincial, territorial or municipal) work in partnership,
cooperation and agreement to recognize, establish and/or manage a protected
area

e Crown Authority model, wherein the Crown (vested in either the federal or
provincial government) retains final decision-making authority and Indigenous
roles remain largely advisory (commonly reflected as a “partnership” or “co-
managed” protected area)

In 2018, after years of In the Northwest Territories, ‘
declaring a moratorium on three vast IPCAs have been |
industrial activities in their established since 2018,
Dene Tha' First Nation is territory without their consent, (totalling over 50,000 square
developing_an IPCA in Grassy Narrows First Nation kilometres) by the Indigenous
Treaty 8 Territory (northern declared their territory to be an Leadership Initiative in

Alberta), which will be Indigenous Sovereignty and partnership with Ts'udé Niljné

Indigenous-led and Protected Area. They are Tueyata, Edéhzhie, and

combine traditional taking steps to get the Thaidene Néné Nations. All
knowledge and western provincial Crown to respect are recognized by the

science. their sovereign law. A Territorial government.

The Friends of the Attawapiskat River, an Indigenous grassroots advocacy group, has issued a
Protection Declaration to protect Treaty 9 lands and waters from the proposed Ring of Fire.

a WHAT’S NEXT? N\

e A main challenge facing IPCAs is that customary or traditional laws may not be
recognized by the federal or provincial government, leaving lands open to
threats from conflicting land uses and regulatory processes prescribed in
Crown law

¢ While Canada is yet to have a law that enshrines international biodiversity
targets into domestic law, Canada has pledged - on the global stage - to
ensure the full and effective Indigenous participation in conservation decisioy
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https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/biodiversity/canada-2030-nature-strategy.html
https://freegrassy.net/grassy-narrows-land-declaration-bans-all-industrial-logging/
https://freegrassy.net/grassy-narrows-land-declaration-bans-all-industrial-logging/
https://www.facetsjournal.com/doi/full/10.1139/facets-2022-0118
https://www.ilinationhood.ca/indigenous-protected-and-conserved-areas#:~:text=ILI%20served%20as%20partners%20in,in%20creating%20new%20protected%20areas
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/fort-good-hope-ramparts-protected-area-celebrations-1.5372464
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/fort-good-hope-ramparts-protected-area-celebrations-1.5372464
https://dehcho.org/resource-management/edehzhie/
http://www.landoftheancestors.ca/
https://friendsoftheattawapiskatriver.ca/support-our-protection-declaration/
https://naturesdefence.ca/
mailto:info@naturesdefence.ca

