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ACCESS TO JUSTICE

Refers to the ability of all people to have equal access to the legal system to
effectively resolve their legal issues

s a basic human right, recognized in Ensuring access to justice is

Canada and internationally, that means the greatest challenge to the
having equal protection under the law rule of law in Canada today.

and a real chance to be heard - Supreme Court of Canada

BARRIERS TO ACCESSING JUSTICE
e Time, cost and complexity of hiring lawyers and navigating legal processes,
and a lack of broad ranging legal aid services
e Lack of information about one’s rights and how to uphold them
e Language barriers, physical and mental disabilities, literacy, level of
education, citizenship status, and discrimination based on gender, race,
\culture and other identity factors

See Articles 8, 11(2), 20(2), 26 and 32(3) of UNDRIP

e Arecent report by the Department of Justice stresses the need to address
social determinants of justice, recognizing intergenerational trauma and
systemic racism critically impacts whether individuals and communities have
fair and equitable access to justice

¢ Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ peoples are less protected by the
justice system, despite being more likely to face gender-based violence

¢ A history of discrimination in the justice system has resulted in Indigenous
people having distrust of the justice system, which discourages them from
seeking legal support and increases the stress of colonial legal proceedings

¢ The affordability of legal services disproportionately impacts Indigenous
people, who face higher rates of poverty and unemployment

¢ Many of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action remain
unfulfilled, including the need for Aboriginal and Indigenous law courses in law
school, Indigenous representation in the legal profession, and sufficient

\troining on how to be culturally-competent and trauma informed, making thy

)

ustice system even less suited to meet the needs of Indigenous people

Need access to justice support? Check out our resource list here. |

This resource provides legal information only. It is not legal advice nor a replacement for legal advice.
naturesdefence.ca | info@naturesdefence.ca | @naturesdefence


https://naturesdefence.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Fact-sheets-and-resource-lists.pdf
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/access-acces/index.html#:~:text=Barriers%20related%20to%20financial%20cost,to%20legal%20problems%20remaining%20unaddressed
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ijr-dja/ijs-sja/rep-rap/wave1-phase1/p5.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.canlii.org/en/ca/scc/doc/2014/2014scc7/2014scc7.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ijr-dja/ijs-sja/rep-rap/wave1-phase1/pdf/WWLR_(EN)-Wave_1_IJS_Engagement.pdf
https://abo-peoples.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/MMWIG2S-Fact-Sheets-RD-September-28th-2023.pdf
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/jr/eiffjs-efasjf/p4.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
https://2017.chrcreport.ca/what-we-did-improving-access.php#:~:text=%E2%80%9CIf%20we%20can't%20use,alternative%20to%20a%20Charter%20challenge
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16
https://naturesdefence.ca/
mailto:info@naturesdefence.ca

